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Blaft, turned round on his Heel, and fell down, and 
has not been well fince. A!fo another Perfon, that 
was fet out on fome Bufinefs, was nearly turn’d 
round by the Shock ; which fcems a little to con¬ 
firm the moving the China Figures in the Dire&ion 
before-mention’d. 

If thefe Hints are worthy of your Notice, or to 
be communicated to the Learned Body of the Royal 
Society , they are at your Service. I am, with great 
Efteem, 

SIR, 

Tour moji obedient humble Servant, 

Mich. Ruffel. 


XX. 

James Parfons jM.D. F.R.S. to the Prefident, 

concerning the fame. 

SIR, 

Tleaa March 15 /^1 IVE me Leave, among others, to 
communicate fuchFa&sas I know, 
informed of, concerning the Shock 
that happened laft Thurfday. 

Between y and 6 in the Morning I was awaked 
by a vio : ent Motion of the Houfe, with a great 
Noife rcfembling the Fall of fome heavy Body over¬ 
head : At waking I found my Bed move very much; 
but in my Surprize could not diftinguifh what kind 
of Motion it might be, as to its Dire&ion; this 
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being momentary, as well as my Surprize, I faw 
and heard the China rattle upon a Cabinet in my 
Chamber, and perceived a trembling Motion in the 
Room for fevcral Seconds. My Wife was alfo dis¬ 
turbed ; and asking what was the Matter, I faid I 
felt a Shock, which I believ'd to be like what had 
happen'd that Day Month : She anfwer’d, if this is 
one, I felt another about 2 this Morning, while 
you flepr. I immediately look’d at my Watch, 
and faw it was fix or feven-and-thirty Minutes 
after y. I obferved a Light fhine in at my Windows 
more than was natural 5 and from the Rednefs of 
the Sky, and Clearnefs of the Morning, concluded 
the Sun was riling j but imagin’d it fomething 
ftrange it (hould rife fo many Minutes fooner than 
was ufual upon the 8th of March : upon which I 
rofe, and went to my Window, which looked Eaft- 
ward, and then faw it was a red Light only, ex¬ 
tended from about N. N. E. to S. E. which I take 
ro be that mention’d by the Rev. Dr. Miles lad 
Thurfday. 

Then I went into the Square, where ieveral Ser¬ 
vants came out of their Houfcs much frighted. 
They ail felt it the fame Way; and fcveral La¬ 
bourers and Market People told me they were fhaken 
very much as they walked, and that ail Ne-jcgate- 
Market was in the gieatcft Confufion imaginable, 
no one thinking himielf fafe. The greateft Part of 
thole I fpoke to about it heard the fame Sort of 
Noife that occurr’d to me at the time. 

Many complained all Day of great Sicknefs at 
the Stomach, and Headaches ; I had the latter 
three or four Hours after it 5 and others of my 

Acquaintance 



[ 6 35 ] 

Acquaintance felt Pains in the Back the greateft 
Part of that Day. 

At Mar f -bon it was univerfaily felt; and with 
the greateft Violence imaginable. At one Houfe 
where I was at 12 that Day, a Maid-Servant faid, 
Ihe was thrown firft to one Side, and then back to 
the other; and many compared it to the Rocking 
of a Cradle. I inquired particularly of fuch as were 
thus rocked, about the Situation of their Beds, and 
obferved, that, tho’ all deferibed the Motion to be 
from Side to Side, their Beds were in all Directions. 

As to the Shock which was faid to be felt at two 
the fame Morning, there can be no Doubt of it; 
for I went to feveral Families in my Neighbourhood, 
who pofitivcly aiTertcd it to be true ; but all faid it: 
was not Co ftrong as that which happened afterwards; 
nor could any one fay he was awaked by it: On 
the contrary, all thofe, who felt it, faid they were 
awake before it happen'd. As for myfelf, 1 did not 
perceive it, being aficep t and therefore I fhould be 
inclined to think the Motion to be inefficient to 
difturb a Beeping Perfon; for I am eafiiy difturb'd. 

There is a llrong Report of a trembling Motion 
being felt at two on Friday Morning following, 
which lafted not long, and another at four the 
fame Morning which lafted feveral Minutes, with¬ 
out any Noifc. I met Counfdior William Svoin- 
burn , of De-vonjhire-fireet, who told me, that Mr, 
Love , an eminent Apothecary at Wejlminjler , de¬ 
clared to him, thathe had Occafion to be up thatNighr, 
and was very fenfible of thofe trembling Motions 
both times ,• and I have been fince inform’d, that one 
Mrs. Marfhal of Queen s-Sqr.are felt the Motion 
M m m m 2 about 
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about two that Morning, but was not fenfible of 
the other. 

I a!fo made Tome Inquiries concerning the Extent 
of the Shock of Thnrfday Morning, and was in¬ 
form’d by John Woljfe Efq; a great Smdier of Na¬ 
ture, that he wrote to his Gardener at his Houfe at 
Hafely-Court near Tedford in Oxfordfnire about it, 
with Orders to go to Henley upon Thames, and 
inquire whether it was felt there, and he wrote 
back Word, that the Market-People who came there 
from twenty Miles round knew nothing of ir. I 
was alfo informed by Mr. Sherwood of this Society, 
that it was not felt at Horn-Church, a Gentleman 
having fent his Servant on purpofe to know; nor 
any further that Way than Ilford. It was alfo felt 
at Stanmore, but not at Watford, five Miles fur¬ 
ther. 

I was Yefterday in the City, and a Gentleman faid, 
the Filh in his Ponds were remarkably difturbed 
by the Shock, and that many of them leaped quite 
out of the Water upon the Bank; and while he was 
relating this, another came in, who faid, the fame 
happen’d in a Pond of his, and in that of another 
Gentleman in his Neighbourhood at the fame time. 
I am, Sir, with great Refped, 

iburfday, March 15. Tour mod humble Servant , 
1749-50. 

J. Parfons, 


XXI. 



